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NEC Laboratories Europe and IMDEA Networks launch
Joint Research Unit in 5G technologies
The strategic partnership will result in collaborative work on R&D projects
The Joint Research Unit is headquartered at IMDEA Networks in Madrid
IMDEA Networks Institute (Madrid, Spain) and NEC Laboratories Europe (Heidelberg,
Germany) announce the launch of a Joint Research Unit (JRU) in 5G technologies. The
JRU will foster multidisciplinary joint team work in 5G research and development
projects.
Located at IMDEA Networks’ headquarters in Madrid, the private-public alliance “NEC - IMDEA
Networks Joint Research Unit in 5G technologies” establishes an operational framework for
close collaboration amongst a highly specialized team in a variety of scientiﬁc activities. The JRU
team will share a wealth of know-how and capabilities to jointly deliver 5G solutions, architectures,
technologies and standards.
Work led by experienced scientists Roberto González Sánchez and Andrés García Saavedra, both
senior researchers from NEC Laboratories Europe, together with Arturo Azcorra, Joerg Widmer and
Albert Banchs, from IMDEA Networks, will focus on key 5G and beyond enablers such as the usage
of Artiﬁcial Intelligence technologies to improve the performance and usability of the 5G networks
or the generation and study of new Internet services.
The range of collaborative activities is broad as well as ﬂexible. It includes joint participation in
R&D programs and projects, selection and training of personnel, development of platforms,
applications, services and software tools, exploration and technological evaluation, technology
transfer activities and enhancement of R&D through internal and external programs, and research
dissemination activities.
Both entities have been strongly involved from the start in the European eﬀort to create 5G, the
next (and ﬁfth) generation of mobile networks. In eﬀect, they are part of the 5G Infrastructure
Association since 2014, a body whose membership has attracted 26 key stakeholders from
industry, 18 from academia, and 8 from independent organizations and SMEs as well as 12
partners and a further 2 associate members. This partnership operates with an EU budget of € 700
million devoted to research, development and innovation aimed to create an operational European
5G communications infrastructure by the year 2020. In the context of the 5G-PPP, both NEC and
IMDEA Networks are actively involved in several 5G EU projects funded by the Horizon 2020
program, such as 5G-Transformer (NEC) and 5G-EVE (IMDEA Networks).

Andrés García Saavedra, Senior Researcher at NEC Laboratories Europe, working at IMDEA
Networks.
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About Us
IMDEA Networks Institute is a research organization on computer and communication
networks whose multinational team is engaged in cutting-edge fundamental science and
technology. As a growing, English-speaking institute located in Madrid, Spain, IMDEA Networks
oﬀers a unique opportunity for pioneering scientists to develop their ideas. IMDEA Networks has
established itself internationally at the forefront in the development of future network
principles and technologies. Our team of highly-reputed researchers is designing and creating
today the networks of tomorrow.

Some keywords that deﬁne us: 5G, Big Data, blockchains and distributed ledgers, cloud
computing, content-delivery networks, data analytics, energy-eﬃcient networks, fog and edge
computing, indoor positioning, Internet of Things (IoT), machine learning, millimeter-wave
communication, mobile computing, network economics, network measurements, network security,
networked systems, network protocols and algorithms, network virtualization (software deﬁned
networks – SDN and network function virtualization – NFV), privacy, social networks, underwater
networks, vehicular networks, wireless networks and more…
IMDEA Networks Institute
28918 Leganés (Madrid) Spain
Avda. del Mar Mediterráneo, 22

+34 91 481 6210
mediarelations.networks@imdea.org
www.networks.imdea.org

Twitter: @IMDEA_Networks | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram | Flickr | YouTube

